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Daniel Dodgen, Ph.D., directs the office of Operational Policy and Strategic Planning for the 

Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response at the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS).  This encompasses mental health, community resilience, national 

health security, health system policy, and at-risk individuals.  Dr. Dodgen served as the 

Executive Director of the White House directed national advisory group on disaster mental 

health and led the nation’s mental health response to Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Maria, 

Katrina, Sandy, and others; the H1N1 epidemic, the BP oil spill, the Boston Marathon 

bombing, multiple mass shootings, and other natural and manmade disasters.  He was one 

of the lead authors for The Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in the United States: 

A Scientific Assessment.  Dr. Dodgen also served as an advisor to the government of Greece 

and the State Department for the 2004 Olympics in Athens.   

Before joining HHS, Dr. Dodgen was Senior Federal Affairs Officer at the American 

Psychological Association (APA) following a Fellowship with the U.S. House of 

Representatives.  With the Red Cross, he responded to the Los Angeles riots, the Northridge 

earthquake, the Oklahoma City bombings, and the September 11 Pentagon attack.  He 

received the American Psychological Association 2005 Early Career Award and was elected 

a Fellow of APA in 2012.  He is on the Board of Directors of the International Association of 

Applied Psychology and is a Harvard Senior Executive Fellow.  He is also a licensed clinical 

psychologist in Washington, DC.   
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