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Clara Gesteira, Ph.D., is a professor of Clinical Psychology at Complutense University of
Madrid. She has conducted research on the study of psychological interventions for victims
of terrorism in Spain. She wrote her doctoral dissertation on the efficacy of this sort of
interventions, obtaining the School of Psychologists of Madrid “Rafael Burgaleta” Award and
the Extraordinary Doctoral Award of Complutense University. She is co-author of more than
20 publications focused on trauma, victims of terrorism or victims of other kinds of violence.
She has directly participated in the “European Platform for Assisting Victims of Terrorism-
EPAVT”, funded by the European Commission of the European Union. As a part of the
Advanced Research Seminar Training Seminar (ARTS), organized by the International
Association of Applied Psychology (IAAP) and the International Union of Psychological
Science (IUPsyS), she is leading an international research project on myths on trauma and
victims of catastrophes that general population of different cultures can develop. She
undertook two international research stays, working directly with young refugees at the
Center d'Observation et d'Orientation pour Mineurs Etrangers Non Accompagnés-FEDASIL
(Brussels) and with victims of the armed conflict in Colombia, in this occasion in collaboration
with the Center for Disaster & Extreme Event Preparedness of Miami. She is member of the
Spanish National Network for the assistance of victims of terrorism and consultant for the
“European Network for Psychosocial Management-EUNAD” and for the IAAP Task Force on
Terrorism.
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